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Good morning,

On behalf of the International Buddhist Association of America, it is my
great honor to join the White House Faith Office and all of you gathered
here today for this Fifth White House Vesak observance as we
commemorate the birth, enlightenment, and passing of the Buddha.

Today we pay homage to the Three Jewels: the Buddha, the Enlightened
One; the Dharma, the teachings that guide us toward wisdom, compassion,
and inner freedom; and the Sangha, the community that has preserved and
transmitted these teachings from generation to generation for more than

twenty-six centuries.

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to the White House Faith
Oftice, especially Pastor Paula White-Cain, for creating opportunities such
as this, where people of different faiths and traditions can come together in
a spirit of friendship, mutual respect, and understanding.
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This year is especially meaningful as our nation celebrates the 250th
anniversary of the United States of America. It is fitting that we gather in
this historic place, representing many cultures, traditions, and faiths, united
by our shared aspirations for peace, understanding, and a better future for
all. We are supported by the enduring American ideals of religious freedom
and mutual respect—values that have allowed diverse spiritual traditions to
tlourish and contribute to the richness of our nation.

Our delegation represents Buddhist communities across America with
roots in Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand, Sr1 Lanka, Japan, Taiwan, Tibet,
South Korea, and Vietnam, gathered together under the umbrella of the
International Buddhist Association of America. Our presence here reflects
both the rich diversity of the global Buddhist community and the spirit of
harmony that has flourished in America. Though our traditions may differ
in form and expression, we are united in our shared commitment to
wisdom, compassion, and the welfare of all beings. Together, we
demonstrate that unity does not require uniformity, and that our diversity

can be a source of strength, understanding, and mutual respect.

More than 2,600 years ago, the Buddha's teachings began their journey in
India and spread across mountains, oceans, languages, cultures, and
civilizations. Their enduring influence is a testament to their universal
message—a message that speaks to the human longing for wisdom,
compassion, meaning, and peace.

Today, Buddhism is practiced by hundreds of millions of people around the
world. Across the United States, nearly 4,000 temples, monasteries,
meditation centers, and practice communities serve people from all walks
of life. One of America's unique gifts is that the Theravada, Mahayana, and
Vajrayana traditions have all flourished here side by side. In many countries
one may encounter only a single Buddhist tradition; in America, we have
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the opportunity to learn from, appreciate, and support one another while

remaining united in our shared values.

Perhaps this message is more important today than ever before. In a world
that can often feel divided, our gathering reminds us that unity does not
require uniformity. We may come from different cultures, backgrounds, and
religious traditions, yet we can meet one another with respect, friendship,

and a commitment to the common good.

This spirit extends beyond Buddhism. Today we stand alongside our
Christian brothers and sisters and people of many faith traditions. While
our paths may differ, we share common values: compassion, service,
generosity, integrity, and care for others. In many ways, this gathering
reflects the very best of America—a nation where people of different

beliefs come together in freedom, mutual respect, and shared purpose.
So how do we celebrate Vesak today?

Not simply by remembering events that took place more than 2,600 years
ago, but by bringing the Buddha's teachings into our lives today:

By choosing understanding over division.
By caring for those who suffer.
By treating one another with dignity and respect.

And by recognizing that each of us has the capacity to be a source of light,
hope, and compassion in the lives of others.

In a few moments, we will light these lamps together.
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The Buddha's teachings are often compared to a lamp. A single lamp can
illuminate a dark room, but when many lamps are lit together, their light
spreads far and wide.

As we light these lamps today, let us do so with all beings in mind.

May their light symbolize our shared aspiration for wisdom, compassion,
and understanding,

May it inspire greater harmony within our communities, greater unity
within our nation, and greater peace throughout our world.

May all beings be happy.
May all beings be free from suffering,
May all beings experience the happiness that is beyond suffering.

May all beings live with open hearts, free from attachment, aversion, and

indifference.
May peace prevail throughout our nation and throughout the world.

Thank you.

Full information on the IBAA can be found on our website at
www.IBAA.org.

With all best wishes,
/(jay\jm )/362\7

Wangmo Dixey
President, IBAA
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