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Message from 
International Tipitaka Chanting Council

President, Myanmar
November, 2009

Dear Venerable Mahasangha and all Lay Devotees,

On behalf of the International Tipitaka chanting Council, may I extend a warm 
welcome to you all at this, the fifth International Tipitaka Chanting ceremony. 
It is wonderful to see the numbers grow in this auspicious event from year to 
year.

The International Council represents 17 viharas in Bodhgaya and seven national 
sanghas, and oversees the general conduct of the Chanting Ceremony itself. 
Please take time to look at our wesbite at www.tipitakachantingcouncil.org 
where you can see both our constitution and details of both this and the 
ceremonies of previous years. Every two years a new national Sangha will or-
ganize the ceremony, and this year the great Sangha of Thailand is in its second 
year as the main organizer. I wish to extend heartfelt thanks to all those who 
have worked so hard to make the arrangements for the Cermony a success. The 
programme for the event has been printed on the back of the registration form, 
but if you have any enquiries about this or other matters, there is an informa-
tion tent at the main entrance to the Temple. Furthermore, as in previous years, 
we would also welcome any suggestions you may have to further improve the 
event.

The chanting of the Buddha word at the place of enlightenment brings great 
blessings, and we are sure that the experience of being here will be rewarding 
for all concerned. We also hope and pray that this event will continue to develop 
the Buddha Sasana, particularly here, in the ancient land of the Aryadesh, where 
the sangha chanted the Tipitaka daily for so many hundreds of years. May the 
sound of our voices, and the message of the Buddha Bhagavat spread far and 
wide over this ancient and holy land.

Thank you again for being with us for this important occasion.

 Ven U Nyaninda
President

International Tipitaka Chanting Council
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Message from 
International Tipitaka Chanting Council 

Chief Organizer, Thailand
November, 2009

Dear Venerable Mahasangha and all Lay Devotees,

Our Lord, the Buddha, praised highly living and working in harmony and 
concord. It gives me great pleasure to see members of the International Sangha, 
from countries such as Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and many more, participating in this 5th International Pāli 
Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony with such enthusiasm and faith, and an overall 
sense of great harmony. Our thoughts at this moment turn with gratitude and 
appreciation to the Mahabodhi Society of India who worked over the last three 
times in collaboration with all other International Theravada temples from 
Bodhgaya to initiate such a meritorious gathering. 

It is with great humbleness that the Thai Sangha has taken responsibility to be 
the chief organizer and share its devotion to the greatest of all teachers, our Lord 
Buddha. Also, out of gratitude, the Thai Sangha wishes to share the merits of 
this deed with our beloved King of Thailand, King Bhumiphol, on his birthday, 
the 5th of December, with the wish that he may have a long life, good health 
and receive the highest blessings. May our gratitude extend also to the Light of 
Buddhadharma Foundation International (India) to Venerable Tarthang Tulku 
the father of Mrs. Kunzang Wangmo Dixey for their sponsorship, their help at 
countless levels, coordinating skills and priceless initiatives. May your happi-
ness be great and may your collaboration with the International Pāli Tipitaka 
Chanting Council be long lived. Finally, I would like to thank all the members 
of the great Sangha who have contributed selflessly to this event. To all of you 
present here today, and to all beings, may all partake in the merits generated 
hereby. May all receive the fruits by these many great acts of goodness.

May all be free from suffering. 
May the Triple Gem always protect and look after you.

May this ceremony of chanting the Pāli Tipitaka be another victory of the 
perfect teachings of our Lord, the Buddha.

Venerable Phra Phra Thepbodhivides
Abbot of the Royal Thai Monastery in Bodh Gaya, Bihar, India,

Chief Organizer, 5th Annual International Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony
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Message from Venerable Tarthang Tulku
Light of Buddhadharma Foundation International

Primary Sponsor

November, 2009
Eminent Bhikkhus, 

Homage to the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.  

We find ourselves at an extraordinary occasion of time and place with the 
eminent sanghas of seven countries of Southeast Asia reunited after seven 
hundred years in prayers beneath the Bodhi tree.   

For the last five years, LBDFI, through the efforts of its director, my daughter 
Wangmo Dixey, has strived to connect with the prominent sanghas of South-
east Asia. Great efforts have been made on the part of the respective sanghas 
to participate in the Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony. We congratulate the noble 
sanghas of all seven nations for taking their own initiatives toward realizing 
our shared vision.   

My original intention was for LBDFI to become a vehicle for supporting the 
Triple Gem at the place Buddhists revere as most sacred on the planet. The 
great spiritual land of India, and even more so, the holy site of Bodh Gaya 
itself, needs more of such gatherings as I believe they have a special role to 
play in promoting spiritual balance in our world and cosmos. In light of this 
and many other reasons, I feel deeply fortunate that we have had the unique 
privilege of continuing to support this event.   

Our world today, more than ever needs to support the Buddha, Dharma and 
Sangha. We can see in the world today so many signs that our world is in des-
perate need of more dharma blessings, as materialism, individual confusion, 
dissatisfaction and aggression have created such great imbalance, internally 
for our humanity and externally for our planet.   
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In the West we see increasing faith and respect for all schools of Buddhist 
teachings with more and more people recognizing that individual peace and 
happiness may be found in following the path of the Bhagavan. At the same 
time, Buddhism has also become increasingly respected as a faith that imparts 
the universal values of peace, compassion and tolerance humanity so seri-
ously needs.  

As Buddhists, we deeply believe and know that only the wisdom and compas-
sion of the Lord Buddha can heal the suffering of the world, granting health, 
happiness and ultimately, the complete freedom of nirodham. Once again, 
this year, we followers of both the arhat and bodhisattva traditions of the Bud-
dha have an opportunity to make a great contribution to all sentient beings 
through our prayers at this blessed place.   

I am most grateful to all of the participants and supporters of the ceremony, 
and the noble land of Aryadesh as well. We are participating in a historical 
and memorable moment in our Buddhist history. Please join me in my heart-
felt prayer that this ceremony continues for generations for the benefit of all 
beings. 

Sarvam Mangalam Jayantu Ho!

Venerable Tarthang Tulku, Kunga Gellek Yeshe Dorje 
Founder

Light of Buddhadharma Foundation International
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Program Details for 
December 2nd, 2009

5th International Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony 

11:00			  Opening Introductory Remarks
			   International Tipitaka Chanting Council
			   Lunch at Kalachakra Ground

12-1:00 		  Local officials: 
			   Secretary, BTMC
			   District Magistrate of Gaya
			   Chief Guest

2:00 			   Beginning Procession to temple: all Venerable 		
			   Bhikkhus and devotees assemble, front of 
			   Mahabodhi Mahavihara
 
3:30 			   Lighting of Ceremonial Lamps
			   by most Senior Elders of each country
			   In order: Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand,  
			   Cambodia, Bangladesh, Laos, India and Nepal
			   Katak Offering to the the most Senior Venerables 
			   Dana offering from LBDFI
			   Welcome from Representative of ITCC
			   Blessings by most Senior Venerable Bhikkhus
			   Chief Guest, TBA
			   Vote of Thanks, LBDFI
			   Chanting of the Dhammachakka Sutta and
			   Sharing of Merits- Blessings by Maha Sangha
			   Candle light procession around the temple
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Program Details for 
December 3rd-11th,  2009

5th International Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony 

6:00 - 6:45AM  		  Breakfast
7:00 - 9:00 AM 		  Chanting 
9:00 - 9:15 AM		  Tea Break

9:15 -	11:00 AM		  Chanting	
11:00 - 1:00 PM		  Lunch

1:30 -	3:30 PM		  Chanting	
3:30 - 3:45 PM 		  Tea Break
3:45 -	5:00 PM		  Chanting

6:00 - 9:00 PM		  Dhamma Talk
				    All Venerable speakers are from Thailand 	
				    To be translated into English and Hindi.

9:00 PM - 4:00 AM         All-Night Meditation (80 selected)

For those who would like to participate in all-night meditation, 
there is a limit of 80 participants from 9 pm- 4 a.m. 

We will be happy to provide tents and refreshments during this period.

 An offering to the Main Temple is appreciated for the all-night pilgrims.
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Veneration to Him, the Blessed One, 
the Worthy, the Truly and 

Completely Awakened One

Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato Sammāsambuddhassa
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Schedule of Dharma Speakers 
Under the Sacred Bodhi Tree

6-9pm

The one embodying truth and Dhamma, harmlessness, 
restraint, and commitment, who is steadfast 

and undefiled, this one is called an Elder. 
- The Dhammapada
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Senior Dhamma Masters 
December 3rd-11th, 2009

Venerable Ajahn Jumnien is a traditional Thai Forest monk.                     	
       He has practiced and mastered various concentration practices 
with well-known teachers in Thailand, trained as a shaman and 
healer, traveled as a wandering ascetic, and became a master of 
intensive insight meditation. No matter what technique is used, he 
eventually directs the student back to the insight practice of seeing 
the true nature of their own body-mind process with compassion 
and freedom of heart.

He will be speaking on December 3rd.

Venerable Ajahn Phra Somchai Punyamano was ordained at 
     Wat Nongkieam Tambol Pakha Amphur Banna Nakhonnayok 
Province at the age of 20. After that he went to practice meditation 
in a cave for 10 years and then walking retreat for many years. 
In 1976 his parents donated the land for Wat Pa Sawangboon in 
Sraburi province. He is its first abbot. 

He will be speaking on December 4th.

                     
		   Dec. 3	 Ven. Ajahn Jumnien
		   Dec. 4	 Ven. Ajahn Somchai
		   Dec. 5	 Ven. Ajahn Gavesako
		   Dec. 6	 Ven. Phra Dhammamolee
		   Dec. 7	 Ven. Ajahn Sanong
		   Dec. 8	 Ven. Maechee Sansanee 
		   Dec. 9	 Ven. Phrarajsiddhimuni 
		   Dec. 10	 Ven. Ajahn Chaiya
		   Dec. 11	 Ven. Abbot Phra Buntham Seesuk



11

This year’s Dhamma speakers have been chosen from 
Thailand as they are the chief organizers for this year

Venerable Ajahn Mitsuo Gavesako,  from Japan, ordained 
	 as a disciple of Ven. Phra Bodhinyana Thera (Venerable Ajahn 
Chah) in 1975. He helped found Wat Pah Nanachart. He has ex-
perienced various practices in Buddhism and has taken Dhutańga 
(Austere Practices) to several difficult places in Thailand and 
abroad. He is the abbot of Wat Sunandhavanaram, Baan Tha Tian, 
Kanchanaburi Province. Since he was a child, he wondered:  “What 
is a satisfactory life?” and thought there should be more to life. 
He traveled through India, Nepal, Iran and European countries. 
When he arrived at Bodha Gaya and observed the Buddha’s Image, 
he recalled Buddhadhamma and got the answer to his question: 
absolute truth is within our own body and mind, true happiness 
is in our mind and everyone can overcome unhappiness.  Then he 
stopped seeking from the outside and started cultivating insight.

He will be speaking on December 5th.

Venerable Phra Dhammamolee is the Ecclesiastical 
	 Governor of Surin Province, Thailand, and the Abbot of Wat 
Salaloi. Dr. Dhammamolee also serves as the deputy Rector of Ma-
hachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Surin Campus.

He will be speaking on December 6th.
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Venerable Phraathikarn Sanong Katapunyo (Luang Phor) was 	
	 born into a family of farmers in Supanburi Province, Central 
Thailand, in the year of the monkey 1944.  He ordained as a bhik-
khu in 1964 and spent his first ten years either wandering the forests 
of Thailand or in intensive isolated meditation.  He founded Wat 
Sanghathan (Sanghadāna Temple) in 1974 with the aim of making 
it a centerpoint for Dhamma propagation, monastic training and 
social development based on the dhutańga (wandering) practices.  
Wat Sanghathan currently has a branch system of over 30 temples 
in country, is starting up two branches in India as well as Nepal, has 
a radio network – ‘SanghathanDhamma’ – operating in nearly 25 
provinces; a satellite television station, ‘SBBTV’, primarily broad-
casting in Asia, and is building a Thai Herbal Hospital among other 
projects.

He will be speaking on December 7th.

Venerable Mae Chee Sansanee Sthirasuta is a leader from the 	
	 Thai Buddhist tradition. The child of a single mother, she has 
broken through traditional boundaries. She is now seen as a figure-
head in Thailand and a world-renowned peace messenger. 
Before becoming a Buddhist nun she was a model. When she was 
27 years old, she decided to give up her fame and was ordained. 
After 7 years of studying and practicing Dharma, she found that 
the Dhamma could solve the misery of life. Therefore, in 1986, she 
established Sathira Dhammasathan, a meditation community in 
the heart of Bangkok. Ven. Mae Chee has founded the Relationship 
Home Project, the Parents’ School Project, a prison visitation pro-
gram, a Buddhist kindergarten school and established the Sawika 
Sikhalaya Dharma School.

She will be speaking on December 8th.
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Venerable Ajahn Phra Raj Siddhimuni, ordained with the 		
	 name  Ñanasamvaro Bhikkhu, was born in the Khonakaen 
district of Thailand and received his higher ordination at Wat Tat 
Aram Laung. He passed his Pali examination, grade IX in 1985 
and holds a BA in philosophy and an MA in Comparative Reli-
gious Studies.He was trained in Vipassana Meditation according 
to the Four Foundation of Mindfulness under the instruction of 
Phra Dhamma Thira Raja Mahāmuni and under the guidance of 
Venerable Dr. Baddhanta Asabha Thera, Aggamahā Kama Thān 
Acāriya. In 2005, he was given the Ecclesiastical Honorific Title of 
the Royal Class of Phra Raj Siddhimuni VI, and is currently As-
sistant Abbot, Acting Vipassana Meditation Master and Head of 
section 7 of the royal monastery Wat Mahathat in Bangkok, and 
Vipassana Meditation Master of the Buddhist Faculty in the Grad-
uate School Maha Chula Longkorn University, among other posi-
tions.

He will be speaking on December 9th .

Venerable Acariya Chaiya Apichayo was born in Nong		
	  Muen Tan in the Loi Et province. Acariya Chaiya earned a 
bachelor degree from Srinakarintaravirod University. He ordained 
as a monk on March 12, 1985 under tutelage of Venerable Acariya 
Thoon Khippapanyo. Acariya Chaiya began communicating this 
method to students, government workers, and others through 
dhamma seminars. It can be summed up as “Learn right from 
wrong.” Acariya Chaiya was a principal in all of Acariya Thoon’s 
major endeavors. He has a talent for relaying Acariya Thoon’s ser-
mons in their complete integrity. In 2002, Acariya Chaiya became 
the abbot of Wat Pa Tad Nam Pu. Three years later, he was bestowed 
the high honor of Phra Khrupiyasilajan from the Sangha as well 
as the ecclesiastical district officer in the Ban Phue district in 2006.

He will be speaking on December 10th.
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Dhammacakkappavattanasutta½

Eka½ samaya½ bhagav± b±r±ºasiya½ viharati isipatane 
migad±ye. Tatra kho bhagav± pañcavaggiye bhikkh³ ±man-
tesi– “dveme, bhikkhave, ant± pabbajitena na sevitabb±. 
Katame dve? Yo c±ya½ k±mesu k±masukhallik±nuyogo 
h²no gammo pothujjaniko anariyo anatthasa½hito, yo c±ya½ 
attakilamath±nuyogo dukkho anariyo anatthasa½hito. 
Ete kho, bhikkhave, ubho ante anupagamma majjhim± 
paµipad± tath±gatena abhisambuddh± cakkhukaraº² 
ñ±ºakaraº² upasam±ya abhiññ±ya sambodh±ya nibb±n±ya 
sa½vattati”. 

“Katam± ca s±, bhikkhave, majjhim± paµipad± tath±gatena 
abhisambuddh± cakkhukaraº² ñ±ºakaraº² upasam±ya 
abhiññ±ya sambodh±ya nibb±n±ya sa½vattati? Ayame-
va ariyo aµµhaªgiko maggo, seyyathida½– samm±diµµhi 
samm±saªkappo samm±v±c± samm±kammanto samm±-
±j²vo samm±v±y±mo samm±sati samm±sam±dhi. Aya½ 
kho s±, bhikkhave, majjhim± paµipad± tath±gatena abhisam-
buddh± cakkhukaraº² ñ±ºakaraº² upasam±ya abhiññ±ya 
sambodh±ya nibb±n±ya sa½vattati.

“Ida½ kho pana, bhikkhave, dukkha½ ariyasacca½– j±tipi 
dukkh±, jar±pi dukkh±, by±dhipi dukkho, maraºampi 
dukkha½, appiyehi sampayogo dukkho, piyehi vippayogo 
dukkho, yampiccha½ na labhati tampi dukkha½– sa½khittena 
pañcup±d±nakkhandh± dukkh±. Ida½ kho pana, bhik-
khave, dukkhasamudaya½ ariyasacca½– y±ya½ taºh± 
ponobbhavik± nandir±gasahagat± tatratatr±bhinandin², 
seyyathida½ –k±mataºh±, bhavataºh±, vibhavataºh±. Ida½ 
kho pana, bhikkhave, dukkhanirodha½ ariyasacca½- 
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yo tass±yeva taºh±ya asesavir±ganirodho c±go 
paµinissaggo mutti an±layo. Ida½ kho pana, bhikkhave, 
dukkhanirodhag±min² paµipad± ariyasacca½– ayameva ari-
yo aµµhaªgiko maggo, seyyathida½– samm±diµµhi …pe… 
samm±sam±dhi.

“‘Ida½ dukkha½ ariyasaccan’ti me, bhikkhave, pubbe anan-
ussutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ udap±di, 
paññ± udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di. ‘Ta½ kho 
panida½ dukkha½ ariyasacca½ pariññeyyan’ti me, bhik-
khave, pubbe …pe… udap±di. ‘Ta½ kho panida½ dukkha½ 
ariyasacca½ pariññ±tan’ti me, bhikkhave, pubbe ananus-
sutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ udap±di, paññ± 
udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di. 

“‘Ida½ dukkhasamudaya½ ariyasaccan’ti me, bhikkhave, 
pubbe ananussutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ 
udap±di, paññ± udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di. ‘Ta½ 
kho panida½ dukkhasamudaya½ ariyasacca½ pah±tabban’ti 
me, bhikkhave, pubbe …pe… udap±di. ‘Ta½ kho panida½ 
dukkhasamudaya½ ariyasacca½ pah²nan’ti me, bhikkhave, 
pubbe ananussutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ 
udap±di, paññ± udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di. 

“‘Ida½ dukkhanirodha½ ariyasaccan’ti me, bhikkhave, pubbe 
ananussutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ udap±di, 
paññ± udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di. ‘Ta½ kho 
panida½ dukkhanirodha½ ariyasacca½ sacchik±tabban’ti 
me, bhikkhave, pubbe …pe… udap±di. ‘Ta½ kho panida½ 
dukkhanirodha½ ariyasacca½ sacchikatan’ti me, bhikkhave, 
pubbe ananussutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ 
udap±di, paññ± udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di. 



16

“‘Ida½ dukkhanirodhag±min² paµipad± ariyasaccan’ti me, 
bhikkhave, pubbe ananussutesu dhammesu cakkhu½ 
udap±di, ñ±ºa½ udap±di, paññ± udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko 
udap±di. Ta½ kho panida½ dukkhanirodhag±min² paµipad± 
ariyasacca½ bh±vetabban’ti me, bhikkhave, pubbe …pe… 
udap±di. ‘Ta½ kho panida½ dukkhanirodhag±min² paµipad± 
ariyasacca½ bh±vitan’ti me, bhikkhave, pubbe ananussute-
su dhammesu cakkhu½ udap±di, ñ±ºa½ udap±di, paññ± 
udap±di, vijj± udap±di, ±loko udap±di.

“Y±vak²vañca me, bhikkhave, imesu cat³su ariyasaccesu eva½ 
tiparivaµµa½ dv±das±k±ra½ yath±bh³ta½ ñ±ºadassana½ 
na suvisuddha½ ahosi, neva t±v±ha½, bhikkhave, sade-
vake loke sam±rake sabrahmake sassamaºabr±hmaºiy± 
paj±ya sadevamanuss±ya ‘anuttara½ samm±sambodhi½ 
abhisambuddho’ti paccaññ±si½.

“Yato ca kho me, bhikkhave, imesu cat³su ariyasaccesu eva½ 
tiparivaµµa½ dv±das±k±ra½ yath±bh³ta½ ñ±ºadassana½ 
suvisuddha½ ahosi, ath±ha½, bhikkhave, sadevake 
loke sam±rake sabrahmake sassamaºabr±hmaºiy± 
paj±ya sadevamanuss±ya ‘anuttara½ samm±sambodhi½ 
abhisambuddho’ti paccaññ±si½. Ñ±ºañca pana me dassana½ 
udap±di– ‘akupp± me vimutti ayamantim± j±ti, natthid±ni 
punabbhavo’”ti. Idamavoca bhagav±. Attaman± pañcavag-
giy± bhikkh³ bhagavato bh±sita½ abhinandunti. 

Imasmiñca pana veyy±karaºasmi½ bhaññam±ne ±yas-
mato koº¹aññassa viraja½ v²tamala½ dhammacakkhu½ 
udap±di– “ya½ kiñci samudaya-dhamma½, sabba½ ta½ 
nirodhadhamman”ti.
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Pavattite ca pana bhagavat± dhammacakke bhumm± dev± 
saddamanuss±vesu½– “eta½ bhagavat± b±r±ºasiya½ isi-
patane migad±ye anuttara½ dhammacakka½ pavattita½ 
appaµivattiya½ samaºena v± br±hmaºena v± deve-
na v± m±rena v± brahmun± v± kenaci v± lokasmin”ti. 
Bhumm±na½ dev±na½ sadda½ sutv± c±tumah±r±jik± dev± 
saddamanuss±vesu½– “eta½ bhagavat± b±r±ºasiya½ isi-
patane migad±ye anuttara½ dhammacakka½ pavattita½, 
appaµivattiya½ samaºena v± br±hmaºena v± deve-
na v± m±rena v± brahmun± v± kenaci v± lokasmin”ti. 
C±tumah±r±jik±na½ dev±na½ sadda½ sutv± t±vati½s± 
dev± …pe… y±m± dev± …pe… tusit± dev± …pe… 
nimm±narat² dev± …pe… paranimmitavasavatt² dev± …
pe… brahmak±yik± dev± saddamanuss±vesu½– “eta½ 
bhagavat± b±r±ºasiya½ isipatane migad±ye anuttara½ 
dhammacakka½ pavattita½ appaµivattiya½ samaºena v± 
br±hmaºena v± devena v±m±rena v± brahmun± v± kenaci 
v± lokasmin”ti.

Itiha tena khaºena (tena layena) tena muhuttena y±va brah-
malok± saddo abbhuggacchi. Ayañca dasasahassilokadh±tu 
saªkampi sampakampi sampavedhi, appam±ºo ca 
u¼±ro obh±so loke p±turahosi atikkamma dev±na½ 
dev±nubh±vanti. 

Atha kho bhagav± ima½ ud±na½ ud±nesi– “aññ±si vata, bho, 
koº¹añño, aññ±si vata, bho, koº¹añño”ti! Iti hida½ ±yasma-
to koº¹aññassa ‘aññ±-sikoº¹añño’ tveva n±ma½ ahos²ti.
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Photo Journal from the 
4th International Tipitaka 

Chanting Ceremony
Bodhgaya, India
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Bhikkhus and Laypeople venerate the  Precious Tipitaka 
as they make their way to the Mahabodhi Stupa
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Senior Abbots from Thailand and Myanmar
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Senior Abbots from India and Laos 
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Senior Abbots from Bangladesh and Cambodia



23

Mahabodhi Mahavihara



24

Indian Bhikkhu Sangha
Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Tripura, 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra
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The monk who lives by the Dhamma, who rejoices in the Dhamma, aspires to the Dhamma, 
is mindful of the Dhamma, will never fall away from the Dhamma. -The Dhammapada
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Sri Lankan Bhikkhu Sangha
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Perfect in all action, virtue permeating all he does, the monk has many joys, and puts an 
end to suffering. -The Dhammapada
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Cambodian Bhikkhu Sangha
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The monk who is full of joy, who has clear vision of the Buddha’s teachings, whose karmic 
propensities have been stilled, obtains the highest happiness of peace. -The Dhammapada
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Thai Bhikkhu Sangha
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He who drinks in the Dhamma lives happily with a serene mind; the wise man always 
takes delight in the Dhamma. -The Dhammapada
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Lao Bhikkhu Sangha
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Through diligence, mindfulness, discipline, and control, let the man of wisdom make of 
himself an island which no flood can overwhelm. -The Dhammapada
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Myanmar Bhikkhu Sangha
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 Of paths, the Eightfold is the noblest;  of truths, the Four Truths are noblest; 
of the dhammas, Nibbana is noblest. -The Dhammapada
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Bangladesh Bhikkhu Sangha
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In a village or in a forest, in a valley or on a hill, wherever the arahats dwell, 
that place is delightful. -The Dhammapada
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Making offerings to the Mahasangha
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If, only for a moment, one pays homage to a Bhikkhu who has developed Insight, this 
homage is indeed better than a hundred years of making offerings to ordinary people.

-The Dhammapada
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Laypeople gather to support the Sangha
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Pilgrimage to Vaisali: all participants
 were invited on the last day of the program
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Activities of
International Tipitaka Chanting Council

We are a fully registered Trust under the laws of India. 
We would like to invite Sangha groups to help 

with next year’s ceremony:

Food Offering
Flower Decoration Offering

Butterlamp Offering
Transportation Offering

Ceremonial Expenses Offering
Please contact us at:

chantingcouncil@gmail.com

Council Members:
President: Ven. U Nyaninda, Lord Abbot of Burmese Vihar, 

Bodhgaya
Vice President: Ven. Chalong Chandasiri, Secretary, Wat Thai, 

Bodhgaya

Council: 
Lord Abbot Ven. Sadanand Mathera, President, 

All India Bhikkhu Sangha
Ven. Dr. Jaran, Vice President, Wat Thai Vipassana
Ven. Sundara, Lord Abbot of the Holy Land Vihara

Ven. Kalyan Priya Mahathera, Abbot, Bangladesh Buddhist 
Ven. Poeuy Metta, Head Monk of Cambodian Temple

Ven. Onta, Representative for the Sangha of Laos, Bodhgaya
Mrs. Wangmo Dixey, Light of Buddhadharma Foundation

Please visit our website at www.tipitakachantingcouncil.org
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International Tipitaka Chanting Council
Meeting in Bodhgaya, December 2008
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Activities of 
Light of Buddhadharma Foundation International

We are developing several projects in the land of Aryadesh. 

Permanent kitchen and dining facilities near the Mahabodhi 
Temple will provide a place to prepare food offerings to all mem-

bers of the Sangha during the chanting ceremonies. 

The south garden of the Vihara complex is undergoing renovation 
to  provide a peaceful meditation area for all devotees.

We would be honored to have you working with us. 
May we all work together for the benefit of sentient beings!

If you have an interest in helping these and other activities, 
please contact us at 

lbdfio@lbdfi.org
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In Great Gratitude to the following 
Sponsors:

To the Great Sangha and Individual Patrons, 
our heartfelt thanks to your generous donations:

Light of Buddhadharma Foundation International, 
Venerable Tarthang Tulku for offering his great 

kindness to support this ceremony as primary sponsor
Mayagotami Foundation

 Ajahn Sonang for providing the video recording 
Dr. Disaphol Chansiri, family and friends

Venerable Kritsada Siriwattano and his devotees for decorating 
the Main Temple with beautiful flowers

Khun Nina
Khun Ponteb and family

Khun Noparat and family
and to all the Wats and Temples in Bodhgaya and lay devotees 

who have so generously made this a very special ceremony.

May all the merits dedicated from this ceremony 
go to all sentient beings!
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This year the Maha Sangha will chant the 
Majjhimapannāsapāli portion of the 

Majjhima Nikaya
(MN 51-100)

Sample verse:
Subha Sutta, Majjhima Nikaya 99

“And what is the path to the retinue of Brahma? Here a bhikkhu 
abides with his heart imbued with loving-kindness extending 
over one quarter, likewise the second quarter, likewise the third 
quarter, likewise the fourth quarter, and so above, below, around, 
and everywhere and to all as to himself; he abides with his heart 
abundant, exalted, measureless in loving-kindness, without hos-
tility or ill-will, extending over the all-encompassing world.”

“Katamo ca, māṇava, brahmānaṃ sahabyatāya maggo? Idha, 
māṇava, bhikkhu mettāsahagatena cetasā ekaṃ disaṃ pharitvā 
viharati, tathā dutiyaṃ, tathā tatiyaṃ, tathā catutthaṃ; iti ud-
dhamadho tiriyaṃ sabbadhi sabbattatāya sabbāvantaṃ lokaṃ 
mettāsahagatena cetasā vipulena mahaggatena appamāṇena aver-
ena abyābajjhena pharitvā viharati.” 
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May all beings be happy!

“This was said by the Blessed One... so I have 
heard: “Monks..., train in acts of merit that bring 

long-lasting bliss — develop giving, a life in tune, 
a mind of good-will. Developing these three things 
that bring about bliss, the wise reappear in a world 

of bliss unalloyed.” 
Itivuttaka 1.21
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Celebrating 
The 5th Annual

International Tipitaka Chanting Ceremony
Bodhgaya, India

www.tipitakachantingcouncil.org
www.lbdfi .org


